This is the first of two Special Issues of Nonlinearity. The six peer-reviewed articles in this issue and the five in the next are based upon presentations made by their authors at the International BELLE Conference on Non-Linear Dose-Response Relationships in Biology, Toxicology and Medicine, held May 28-30, 2003 at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst, MA. The conference theme was Scientific Foundations, Implications for Pharmaceuticals and Environmental Risk Assessment and consisted of over 30 presentations and a poster session. Major topics in the seven sessions focused on aspects of low level radiation, chemical carcinogenesis, clinical implications of bi-phasic dose responses, high profile toxic substances and their non-linear relationships and regulatory implications.
